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'We have to promote love of all
peoples': Utah faith
representatives talk violence,
efforts to stop it
By Carter Williams, KSL.com | Posted - May 2nd, 2019 @ 7:00pm
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SALT LAKE CITY — Thursday marked the National Day of Prayer, where for the past
few decades, members from all faiths come to Washington, D.C. to pray for the nation.

1. Police searching for 3 people in
connection with armed robbery at
West Bountiful 7-Eleven

This year’s event comes after a difficult past few months soaking in various religious
hate attacks across the world. Saturday’s shooting at a California synagogue was just
the latest in a series of headline-grabbing attacks on religion just this year alone.

2. Lawsuit: Bus driver was sick, tired
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A public vigil is planned for Friday at 7 p.m. at the Chabad Lubavitch of Utah, located
1760 S. 1100 East, in Salt Lake City.
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Prior to the synagogue shooting, more than 250 people were killed in a series of
bombings in Sri Lanka that targeted two Christian churches and hotels across the
country on April 21. On April 16, a man accused of burning down three historically
black churches in Louisiana was charged with hate crimes related to the case.
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In March, 51 people were killed when a gunman opened fire at two Islamic mosques in
Christchurch, New Zealand.

10. Medicinal marijuana is well on its way
to local production in Utah

Those have just been the heavily-covered cases since March because it’s difficult to
keep track of it all.

Related:
Utah civic, religious leaders urge
solidarity in wake of mosque shootings
Muslim leaders in Utah condemned hatred and welcomed all
Utahns to join them in prayer for the victims of the mosque
shootings in New Zealand.

With that in mind, KSL.com reached out to various faith representatives in the state
and asked them five questions about how the recent attacks have affected them and
what they think can be done to prevent further attacks on religious beliefs.
Not all were able to respond, but KSL.com spoke individually with Alan Bachman, Salt
Lake Interfaith Roundtable board member representing Utah’s Jewish community and
rabbinic student; Rev. France Davis, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Salt Lake
City; Elaine Emmi, Quaker representative with Salt Lake Interfaith Roundtable; and
Indra Neelameggham, Hindu Community Leader and Salt Lake Interfaith Roundtable
board member, to make a makeshift roundtable event.
Here is what they had to say about the recent events and what they believe can be
done to curb the trend.

What has been your reaction to each recent attack?
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Bachman: “We need to redouble our efforts to make sure people get to know each
other, to eliminate misunderstandings about other people and to make it clear violence
is never the answer.”
Davis: “Our reaction has been shame on anybody who would disturb any other
person’s religious practices. Secondly, violence has no place in our society from one
person to another.”
Emmi: “One, there’s extreme sadness. You immediately (think), ‘couldn’t there be a
better way?’ Violence doesn’t solve a problem or perceived problem. It only makes
things worse. My second reaction is, ‘OK, what do we need to do? How can we be
more proactive to remove to occasion for violence, remove the occasion for war.'
“... (Thirdly), Quakers have a concept of holding someone in the light. You might say
it’s like a prayer. I immediately think about holding the victims and their families and all
the people involved in the light. But also the perpetrators. They’re human beings who
have done something horrendous, but at the same time, it’s like ‘why have they moved
to that extreme place?’ That must be a horrible place to be in.
“Those are a lot of things happening at once and sometimes when there are tragedies
like that, we become exhausted as a national — as a world. Now with social media
and instant news coverage, we feel that pain. If something happens in New Zealand, it
hurts us here. When one faith community is hurt, everyone is hurt. It’s not just an
isolated thing. We all suffer.”
Neelameggham: “It hasn’t just been the past five years, it’s been happening even
earlier. Each incident would provoke extreme anguish, sorrow and shock. … The
emphasis was on the people who are victims. For example, there was a Sikh temple in
the U.S. that was (attacked). It was very shocking because it had never, ever
happened to that community. You would hear of other faiths and other places and
other countries, but not the United States. There’s a shock element there. You’re
consoling the victims, holding candlelight vigils and sorrowing together.
“... It’s not as if any one faith has been able to escape. It’s going to inevitably happen
to other faith groups. Yes, we emphasize (and) sympathize. We are showing solidarity
with every faith group, but I think we need to spend more time on understanding the
perpetrators. What is provoking that anger and that violence? Why is that happening? I
don’t think we have enough resources spent on that, so that way we can pull the weed
out at the root and find out what’s happening and why it’s happening? Is there some
other kind of psyche provoking this kind of behavior? Not against one faith, but against
many faith places. Very often these are people who have lived in that community, but
something triggers this horrible violence against civilization in a very safe place, a
haven and a place of worship, which is like a sanctuary. We need to understand that
side.”

Even in abroad or out-of-state attacks, does the
religious aspect bring that attack closer to home?
Bachman: “Sure. Any time there’s an attack against a particularly defined group, it
affects everybody in that defined group.”
Davis: “I don’t know if it brings it closer to home for me. I’m always sensitive to any
kind of mean-spiritedness or violence toward any person. I don’t know if it brings it any
closer because it’s religious. It’s another aspect of the same problem that may be
related to race or any of the other issues.”
Emmi: “Yeah. I think, honestly, if you’re Muslim and a mosque has been attacked, you
probably have stronger feelings or your Jewish and a synagogue is attacked or — in
the case in Sri Lanka — Christians were attacked. I think you may or may not have a
stronger feeling. To me, I feel it no matter what. It’s always a tragedy, whether it’s war
or a terrorist attack. That’s when I think, ‘what can we do to remove the occasions for
that kind of violence?’
Neelameggham: “This might have been a person you might have shopped within the
closest grocery store or maybe have sat with at joining tables while eating at a fastfood place. And then you have this. So what is inherent there? What is happening?
Why is it that we don’t understand the anger of these perpetrators? Is there something
the faith community has to reach out and share or (stop) that fear that provokes this
violence? I don’t know.
"We can condemn the perpetrator and then within a month, a week or a day there’s
another incident. I think there’s a little bit of psychology needed and understanding
needed and to heal the society rather than find a person who is called a violence
perpetrator and then punish that person. It’s not going to solve it.”

Do your feelings of each attack differ based on the
religion?
Bachman: “No. An attack on any religion is an attack on all religions, faiths and belief
systems — for those who don’t call themselves a religion.”
Davis: “It does not.”
Emmi: “No. I would say also that one of the things, over the years, that happens with
the Interfaith Roundtable is people — even with very different views became very
close to one another. If you ask me as Quaker and someone else of a different faith,
‘what are your views on some hot button topics?’ We would all come up with different
answers, but it didn’t matter because we learned to listen to one another and to work
together despite the differences. When I see violence, I wish people could experience
what we have seen happen in Salt Lake.”
Neelameggham: “I don’t think so. I’m a human being first and then comes my
religion.”

Have these attacks on various religions made you
feel less safe practicing your religion or attending
your local house of worship?
Bachman: “Yes. … You can’t really get it out of your mind, you know? It’s there in the
background of your mind that these things are happening.”
Davis: “Well, sure. We have engaged security at our place of worship, as a result,
some of the attacks that have happened over the past several years.”
Emmi: “No, and I’m one of those people who travels. I was in Paris during lots of
violence. I got tear-gassed, actually, in December. … I almost feel like whenever
something happens, I want to reclaim that base and make it feel safe again. That’s
important to me to say ‘no, those people don’t take control of my life and how I live my
life.’ I will have control.”
Neelameggham: “Less safe? I don’t know. … Once upon a time, we didn’t even think
that was necessary. It’s like, I’m old enough to remember the days when we left our
garage doors open in any community. Now, that’s kind of unthinkable. No longer are
my doors left open for people to walk in and out. This has happened within the last 50
years.
“Now the same thing is happening with a place of worship. You’re a little more
cautious. A place of worship is opened to all — even a Hindu Temple. Now we’re a
little cautious. We close the doors in the afternoon when the priest comes home for
lunch. We have to keep an eye on who is coming in and who is not. If it’s an unusual
person, just keep an eye on that person. That’s not a good thing. I don’t like that, but
that is inevitable so that the rest of the congregation is safe. That is happening to me.”

What do you think we can do as individual people
prevent these types of hate crimes?
Bachman: “We have to promote love of all peoples, even those believe differently
than ourselves. This includes actually meeting people and getting to know people that
are not necessarily like ourselves. This way we can set a good example for other
people. This is how we can teach our children. Adults need to do this so children will
learn by example.”
Davis: “I think each one of us has to take personal responsibility for ensuring that
every other person, including ourselves, is treated the same — that people are not put
upon, that they don’t practice their freedoms as opposed as somebody else’s
freedoms.”
Emmi: "How do we do that besides waiving a magic wand? That’s a good question.
Lots of education, lots of activities like the things the Interfaith Roundtable do. I’ve
watched people go into a different faith community and they’ve never walked into that
faith community ever in their life and probably wouldn’t if there wasn’t an activity. More
interfaith activities, more inviting the community into your faith community, welcoming
people. Those things, I think, help drop barriers. I guess you can say it comes down to
education, listening and understand and accept differences.”
Neelameggham: “Reach out to people. One handshake at a time is my belief. … I
think that builds bridges, don’t you think?”

RELATED STORIES
Trump marks National Day of Prayer with synagogue victims
Utah civic, religious leaders urge solidarity in wake of mosque shootings
Salt Lake City blossoms with religious diversity
Retiring Pastor France Davis honored for 45 years of 'amazing' service
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