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On Saturday, October 15, 2011, more 

than 100 Muslims and Jews of all ages gath-
ered at Congregation Kol Ami’s sukkah to 
meet each other, learn a bit about one an-
other’s religion, and, of course, eat. 

Following a Sukkot tradition, strangers 
were welcomed into Kol Ami’s “home” as 
part of “Family to Family: Muslims and 
Jews,” an event sponsored by Kol Ami’s 
Rafi Schwartz Religious School and the 
Social Action Committee. Children from 
both communities scavenged through the 
synagogue for Jewish and Muslim items, 
sang in Hebrew and Arabic and played to-
gether. 

Muslims and Jews learned about one 
another as Rabbi Schwartzman and Betty 
Yanowitz led a tour of the synagogue. Imam 
Mohammad Mehtar, Khadeeja Mosque, 
spoke of Moses in the Koran, and Islamic 
Society President Dr. Iqbal Hossain intro-
duced visitors to the Muslim community in 
Salt Lake City.  

Alan Bachman, committee member and 
Interfaith Roundtable Chair, emceed with 
his usual welcoming style. Roundtable con-
versations, hosted by Kol Ami members, 
helped introduce visitors to one another on a 
more personal level and explore next steps 
in building a relationship.  

The Politics of Interfaith Interactions 

A Congregation of “sweet people” 
Preserving the Salt Lake Trinity AME Church 

 
 
On Wednesday, December 14, 2011, St. 

Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral hosted the Salt 
Lake Interfaith Roundtable luncheon meet-
ing in the Dean’s Hall. St. Mark’s is located 
at 231 E. 100 So. in Salt Lake City. It was 
built in 1871 and is the third-largest Episco-
pal Cathedral in the United States, and the 
oldest continuously used house of worship 
in Utah. The Episcopal Dioceses has been a 
part of Utah since 1867. 

Elaine Emmi opened the meeting by 
thanking St Mark's Cathedral for their hospi-
tality and hosting the luncheon. The opening 
prayer was given by Rev. France Davis from 
the Calvary Baptist Church. 

The guest speaker was The Rt. Rever-
end. Scott B. Hayashi, who is the eleventh 
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese in Utah.  
He was consecrated as Bishop on November 
6, 2010. He spoke on the topic of interfaith 
and what it means. He joked that he had to 
be extremely careful speaking so that his 

Looking down from the lectern 
and straight into the eyes of her con-
gregation, it doesn’t take long for 
Trinity AME’s Nurjhan Govan, a 
powerful, but soft-spoken pastor to 
get their full attention. She knows the 
Bible well and understands instinc-
tively the immediate concerns of her 
congregation. 

Rev. Govan grew up in Harlem, 
where she and her two brothers lived 
with their paternal grandmother, 
Blanche Washington. Nana, as her 
grandchildren called her, made sure 
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Muslims and Jews Gather on Sukkot 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church   



Ideas ranged from cooking together to 
“more events like this.” Excellent food from 
both traditions stimulated taste buds and 
conversation. More programs are being 
planned for both children and adults with the 
Islamic Society and Kol Ami. Participants 
share their feelings about the day with these 
words: 

 “How wonderful to listen to Jackie 
chant Torah surrounded by deeply engrossed 
members of the Islamic Society!”  

— Mark Cantor 
“Betty [Yanowitz] and Rabbi Ilana did a 

great job on the synagogue tour and this led 
to the wonderful scene where Muslims and 
Jews were both standing up together in re-
spect for the Torah.”  — Alan Bachman  

“Two of my highlights: Jonah 
Rosenberg, with his family nearby, inviting 
our Muslim guests to his upcoming Bar 
Mitzvah, and Orit Sommer leading children 
from both communities in a song of peace –
in Arabic and Hebrew.”  — Kay Brief   

“Incredibly successful and a lot of fun.” 
—  Liz Paige 
“The event was really wonderful - even 

my very cynical anti-organized religion 
husband enjoyed everything! Highlight for 
me and sad for no camera was the kids 
jumping rope together.” —  Lisa Cohne 
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The Rt. Reverend Scott B. Hayashi 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church�

remarks were not taken out of context and 
put in the media. He spoke of two things he 
sees happening in the interfaith circles: one, 
the institutional differences and commonal-
ities; the other, the practices of the members, 
and individual representations. He also 
spoke of the politics of interfaith interac-
tions. As he sees it, it can help with our 
identity as individuals, but could lead to 
isolation as well. How do we get along? We 
can ignore differences; but this leads to pre-
tense. Or, we can agree to disagree on dif-
ferent areas and outlooks, but still be who 
we authentically are as individuals and hu-
mans. 

Friday, December 16, 2011, Roundtable 
members enjoyed the annual Christmas 
Dinner and Mormon Tabernacle Choir & 
Orchestra Concert on Temple Square, hosted 
by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. 

Elder Scott Parker of the LDS Salt Lake 
Public Affairs Council warmly welcomed 
everyone and introduced the dinner’s main 
speaker, Elder Ronald A. Rasband, Senior 
President of the Presidency of the Seventy. 
Elder Rasband. spoke about the earnest ef-
forts of interfaith by the LDS Church and 
those present. He also commented on how 
these efforts positively affect society, espe-
cially in the Salt Lake Valley. 

The evening’s concert featured baritone 
Nathan Gunn, and actress Jane Seymour, 
who were introduced to the dinner gather-
ing. Both shared their heartfelt inspirations 
about the need for such interaction, and the 
joy generated during the Christmas season. 

�Christmas Interfaith Dinner January 2012   
 
1st Mary, Mother of God (Catholic Christian)  
 Feast of St Basil (Orthodox Christian) 
 Gantan-sai (New Year) (Shinto)  
 Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus  
 (Orthodox Christian)  
5th Twelfth Night (Christian) 
 Guru Gobindh Singh birthday (Sikh)  
6th Epiphany (Christian) 
 Feast of the Theophany  
 (Orthodox Christian) 
 Dia de los Reyes (Hispanic Christians) 
 Nativity of Christ (Armenian Orthodox) 
7th Feast of the Nativity  
 **( Orthodox Christian) 
8th Baptism of Jesus (Christian) 
9- 12th Mahayana New Year **(Buddhist) 
13th Maghi (Sikh) 
15 th World Religion Day *(Baha'i) 
17 th Blessing of the Animals  
 (Hispanic Catholic Christian) 
18th-25th Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
 (Christian) 
20 th Timkat (Ethiopian Orthodox Christian) 
23 rd  Chinese New Year  
 (Confucian - Daoist - Buddhist) 
 45th True God’s Day (Unification Church) 
25th Conversion of Saint Paul (Christian) 
28th Vasant Panchami **(Hindu)  

February 2012 
 
2nd Candlemas (Christian) 
 Presentation of Christ in the Temple  
 (Anglican Christian)  
 Triodion (Orthodox Christian) 
 Imbolc - Lughnassad  
 *(Wicca/Pagan Northern  
 and southern hemispheres) 
3rd Maha Shavartri ** (Hindu) 
    Setsubum-sai (Shinto) 
4th Mawlid an Nabi *(Islam) 
5th Four Chaplains Sunday (Interfaith)  
8th Tu BiShvat  *(Judaism) 
14th Saint Valentine’s Day (Christian) 
15th Nirvana Day **(Buddhist - Jain) 
19th Meatfare Sunday (Orthodox Christian) 
 Transfiguration (Christian) 
21st Shrove Tuesday (Christian) 
22nd Ash Wednesday - Lent begins (Christian) 
26th March 1 Intercalary Days * (Baha'i) 
 Cheesefare Sunday (Orthodox Christian) 
27th Clean Monday - Great Lent begins 
 (Orthodox Christian) 
Note:  
* Holy days usually begin at sundown the day 
before this date.  
** Local or regional customs may use a variation 
of this date. 
Bold titles are primary holy days of a tradition. 

He brought up the example of Rev. 
Carolyn Tanner Irish, the previous Episco-
palian bishop. When she was undergoing her 
selection process, the committee was aware 
of her childhood background, and her con-
version to become an Episcopalian. Some 
committee members wondered if she needed 
to undergo another baptism into the faith. In 
the end, no, was the answer and she went on 
to be elected.  

Bishop Hayashi would rather spend time 
working out how to work with each other 
than nitpicking differences and politics. “We 
here in Utah have a unique opportunity to 
work on the issues of tolerance, respect, 
faith, cooperation, etc. Of all the recent cri-
ses in the USA, no religious or faith leaders
were asked or polled on their outlooks about 
these events. It would have been interesting 
had they been.”  

Bishop Hayashi told those attending the 
luncheon that one of his desires is to see the 
establishment of a hospice for the for the 
homeless for their end-of-life transition. He 
said there is an effort underway, and that for 
his part, he will be running in a marathon to 
raise funds, and welcomes any support that 
is offered. 

 

�Religious Holidays 
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Trinity AME’s Pastor Nurjhan Govan�

A Congregation of “sweet people” 
>>>Continued from first page 

they attended every possible religious activ-
ity at the United Holy Church of America. 
The Holiness movement traces its roots to 
John Wesley and the Methodists, but with 
more emotional spirituality. And it was also 
strict: no drinking, smoking, or dancing.  

When she was a child, the family moved 
to Hartford, Connecticut. As a teenager, the 
young Nurjhan could go to movies and 
dances with her brothers. However, she felt 
something was missing from her life. 

One night she came home from a dance 
around midnight. Awed by the hush in the 
apartment, she began to take an inventory of 
her life. “Something said to [her], ‘Why 
don’t you try Jesus?’” It felt like a “money-
back guarantee proposal”: If Jesus was not 
worth giving up everything for, she could go 
back to her life the way it was. “You have 
nothing to lose, and everything to gain,” this 
“something” was saying to her. 

Two weeks later at Nana’s storefront 
church, the young Nurjhan saw in her mind 
a movie screen, where everything she 
thought she wanted appeared before her, one 
at a time. She weighed each one and let it 
go. In that moment, she says she was born 
again. 

She became fully involved in the United 
Holy Church, and several years later, she 
felt called to preach. Following high school, 
she moved to Boston and began attending 
Bethel Pentecostal United Holy Church, 
where she preached her first sermon and 
became a licensed missionary. A year later, 
she advanced to evangelist. And about six 
years later, she began studying English at 
Boston University, which is considered a 
United Methodist school. Following gradua-
tion with a bachelor of arts degree, she en-
tered seminary at the Boston University 
School of Theology. 

When it came time to be ordained to the 
ministry, Rev. Govan discovered that ordi-
nation in the United Holy Church of Amer-
ica was different for women and men. It 
didn’t seem right to her. “I had a conscious-
ness about rights and liberties. I never had a 
sense of inequality with my brothers.” 

This led to her to consider leaving the 
church. On the advice of her dean, she con-
sidered the United Methodist Church, but 
instead chose the African Methodist Episco-
pal Church, partly on the suggestion of fel-
low seminarian, John R. Bryant. As an AME 
member, Rev. Govan has been an advocate 
for women in ministry. 

Bryant eventually became an AME 
bishop and was responsible for sending Rev. 
Govan to Salt Lake City.  

She was appointed to Trinity in 2004, 
and for months, commuted from her home in 
Missouri. She has resided in Salt Lake since 
February 2005. She was also the interim 

pastor at Embry Chapel AME Church in 
Ogden until 2007. 

Rev. Govan is also the director of the 
Office of Small and Rural Church Ministries 
for the AME Church’s First Episcopal Dis-
trict 5. The AME Church is divided into 20 
districts. The fifth district, which counts as 
100,000 members and 250 churches, in-
cludes the entire Western region and extends 
as far east as Missouri. Bishop Bryant pre-
sides over the district and appointed Rev. 
Govan to the position because of her “drive, 
insight, creativity.”  

Rev. Govan calls the office an “interde-
nominational phenomenon.” As populations, 
namely “the young and the restless,” have 
migrated in search of new opportunities, 
small and rural churches have struggled to 
stay afloat. However, “(e)veryone doesn’t 
leave. We do have people who have re-
mained, and they deserve the right to be 
pastored.” 

Rev. Govan holds a master of theology 
degree with a concentration in clinical coun-
seling and pastoral psychology. She was 
also a captain/chaplain in the U.S. Air Force. 

She has a keen interest in the intersec-
tion of religion and medicine, psychology 
and theology, and the psychological implica-
tions of prejudice and piety. She was a 
Katrina volunteer with the Red Cross.  

And what does Rev. Nurjhan Govan 
think of her flock at Trinity?  

They are a congregation of “sweet peo-
ple.” 

 
This article was derived from the fol-

lowing news sources: “Everything to gain,” 
Peggy Fletcher Stack, The Salt Lake Trib-
une, October 8, 2005; “Salt Lake pastor 
prepares for rural responsibilities,” Jessica 
Ravitz, The Salt Lake Tribune, December 7, 
2007 

This February is Black History Month 
and Interfaith Month. It is the perfect time to 
assist Utah’s AME Church at the time of 
their greatest need. Knowing the greatness 
of the people of Utah, I envision generous 
contributions that revitalize the physical Salt 
Lake AME Church and affirm the powerful 
spiritual message of the AME Church. 

The historic downtown Salt Lake AME 
Church is a gem and relates to the spiritual 
diversity in our community as well as the 

URGENT HELP IS NEEDED FOR THE PRESERVATION OF SALT LAKE’S HISTORIC TRINITY AME CHURCH 

critical message of the positive power of 
religion. Unfortunately, the AME Church is 
suffering from drainage and other facility 
issues which are impacting its ability to be 
the beautiful historically registered facility 
that it should be. 

The AME Church, at 239 East 600 
South, has its roots from a Black slave, born 
in 1760 and now known as Bishop Richard 
Allen. As a slave, he had a religious awak-
ening as he was taught by a traveling Chris-

tian minister who dared preach to slaves at 
night in a Delaware field in 1777. This is not 
only the very first Church initiated by Black 
people in Utah with a cornerstone set in 
1907, it is a legacy of the very first Church 
dedicated in Philadelphia on property pur-
chased by Bishop Allen in 1794. AME being 
derived as follows: “A” for honoring the 
African progenitors, “M” for the Methodist 
Christian theology, and “E” for the Episco-
pal approach to its organizational structure. 

Continued on page 6



On Tuesday, January 10, 2012, the Salt 
Lake Interfaith Roundtable’s lunch meeting 
was hosted by the Jewish congregation of 
Chabad-Lubavitch, located at 1750 South 
and 1100 East in Salt Lake City. Alan 
Bachman, the Roundtable’s  Chairperson, 
welcomed the guests and  introduced the 
guest speaker, Rabbi Benny Zippel. The 
father of six children, Rabbi Zippel spoke of 
growing up in Italy and of how he came to 
be appointed to start a Chabad center in Salt 
Lake City nineteen years ago, along with his 
young wife and baby and $30,000 seed 
money. 

Rabbi Zippel acknowledged everyone at 
the meeting, and in particular those whom 
he knew from the Jewish community, as 
well as his fellow chaplains from the Olym-
pics. He spoke of his great friendship with 
the late LDS President Gordon B. Hinckley,
and his on-going efforts with President 
Thomas Monson. 

Rabbi Zippel gave  his blessing on the 
meal, a delicious lunch of authentic kosher 
food provided by “Kosher on the Go.” After 
eating and a short period of fellowship, 
Rabbi Zippel spoke to those gathered.  

He  began by explaining the meaning of 
CHABAD-LUBAVITCH, saying that “Cha-
bad” is an acronym for Chochmah, Binah, 
and Daat, three levels of the understanding 
of G-d. “Lubavitch” means brotherly love 
for a fellow Jew. The “Baael Shem Tov” 
was widely quoted in the lecture. There was 
a quote from the book, “The Rebbe's Army,” 

which is about the Chabad Lubavitch 
movement within Judaism which presses for 
peace and harmony amongst ourselves. “We 
must do what we can on each commandment 
we are given but also allow the opportunity 
to do more if needed. If one can only adhere 
to some commandments in life, do so and do 
the best we can. We must get to know each 
religion and some of its tenants and in doing 
so; we appreciate our own religion more.” 

The main body of his message was fo-
cusing on the saying on the back of our 
money, “E PLURIBUS UNUM”— Amongst 
the many, one. He said that is “what this 
gathering is all about. It is a consortium of 
many faiths which within all our faiths and 
traditions, there is really only one G-D or 
creator.” He said we must get rid of labels as 
those only exist for clothing and items, not 
people. By not labeling, we remove the bar-
riers and obstacles amongst us. If we were to 
take a paper and make two columns on it, 
putting Pros and Cons, the Pros or common-
alities would win as the longest. If we could 
just once let go of what is different and ac-
knowledge the one G-D, how much better 
cooperation in all aspects of life there would 
be. 

He then talked of some of the tenets of 
Kabbalah and spoke on the second of the 
five books of the Torah,  namely Exodus. 
“We all know of the ten plagues which af-
flicted the Egyptians during that time,” he 
said. “One of the plagues was that of hail. 
Now everyone knows that hail is simply 
frozen water which can be small or the size 
of golf balls. Now why would a plague of 
hail kill so many Egyptians? Water, frozen 
water of that size can injure but not kill. One 
of the learned commentators of the Kab-
balah, Rashi, stated that there was hail and 
inside each hailstone there was fire. The fire 
is what killed the people. Now everyone 
knows that fire and water cancel each other 
out. However, if each one separately ac-
knowledges its own existence and then ac-
knowledges its existence and submissive-
ness to G-D and its existence of itself within 
the creation of G-D, then they can bring 
about coexistence. This was made possible 
by the miracle of the hail storm plague. It’s 
the same for us humans.” 

He ended his speech with a blessing 
over those who were at the luncheon.  

During the question and answer time 
Rabbi Zippel was asked to speak of 
“HEART” and the Jewish Learning Institute. 
“HEART” is the program for troubled Jew-
ish youth which Rabbi Zippel administers. 
He was also asked if Jews have to go to or 
adhere to one congregation or synagogue or 
can they circulate. He replied that, yes, Jews 
can choose to go to one or many synagogues 
as all they are doing is praying within a 
community to adhere to a higher power and 
attribute their prayers and thoughts to G-D. 

“E PLURIBUS UNUM” — Amongst the Many, One 
 

Rabbi Benny Zippel 
Congregation Chabad-Lubavitch 



He is a member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. He has filled 
several positions within his church, includ-
ing Seminary Teacher, EFY speaker, and 
Young Men’s President; he currently is serv-
ing in a bishopric. 

At 19, Dean served a church mission to 
South Africa and Rhodesia. “I loved my 
association with the different cultures and 
peoples. I loved their traditions, music and 
dance. It is so great to be able to relive that 
experience somewhat with the Tribute each 
year and to share these same things with the 
people of Salt Lake.” 

Dean Kaelin, singer, songwriter, musi-
cian, performer, arranger, and teacher, began 
his professional music career at the age of 
nine. He has performed throughout the U.S., 
Europe and Africa with Bette Midler, Ber-
nadette Peters, Peter Gallagher, and many 
other well-known entertainers. In addition, 
he has opened for George Strait, Dave Mat-
thews, and Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, among 
others, and was a featured performer at the 
2002 Salt Lake Winter Olympic Games. 

Dean holds a degree in Jazz Composi-
tion from the University of Utah and a Mas-
ter’s Degree from Brigham Young Univer-
sity. For seven years he has been an Associ-
ate Professor of Music at Westminster Col-
lege in Salt Lake City, while also teaching 
voice and running a recording studio. He has 
been the voice coach for Star Search win-
ners and American Idol finalists. His stu-
dents have performed on Broadway, signed 
major record deals, and have performed at 
every major theme park in the U.S. 

“I find that there is much more peace 
and goodwill in the world than most people 
think there is.” 

“I have found that most people are good, 
kind, helpful and friendly; however, all you 
hear in the news and media are the negative 
things which are really very rare. When that 
is all you hear about, you get the idea that is 
all that is happening. But my experience is 
so very different. Most people, and espe-
cially people of faith, are gracious and won-
derful. It has been wonderful to get to know 
more of these people and to encourage di-
versity, understanding, friendship, and love 
with others so that they also can realize that 
people are good.” 

This is Dean’s fifth year of involvement 
with the Interfaith Musical Tribute. 

“I first got involved in 2008 when Alan 
Bachman (SLIR Board Chair) asked if I 
could perform with his band (Desert Wind) 
at the Tribute. In 2009, Alan asked me to put 
together a Children's Chorus to perform, and 
I again performed with his band. In 2010, 
Alan asked me to write a Theme Song for 
the Tribute... Unfortunately I was not able to 
be at the actual Tribute that year...but my 

“I find that there is much 

more peace and goodwill in 

the world than most people 

think there is.”�

music was performed and I was very in-
volved right up to the Tribute.” 

“For the 2011 Tribute Alan asked if I 
would be in charge of the whole program.”  

“I must admit I didn't fully appreciate all 
that was going to be involved, but I strongly 
believe in the things that Interfaith does and 
what it stands for and encourages, so I was 
happy to help.” 

“I had a lot to learn about different 
Faiths and the people that were active in 
those respective Faiths.” 

“Putting on the show was actually the 
easy part, as I have been involved with put-
ting together shows, sound, and production 
for years. But it was all the coordination and 
meetings that surprised me.” 

“I have always believed in the tenets of 
Interfaith.” 

“I have always related to people based 
on not who they were, but on how they 
treated me and others. I have encouraged 
acceptance and diversity with my children
and in all areas of my life. I am happy to be 
able to try and help promote peace, under-
standing and good will.” 

“I have always believed in the tenets of Interfaith.” �

�Meet Dean Kaelin 
2012 Interfaith Musical Tribute Co-Chair 



Bishop Allen saw the beauty in the 
Christian faith and separated it from people 
who did not follow the faith. Rather than 
leave Christianity, Bishop Allen and others 
created their own Church. Black people 
were not alone. Non-blacks such as Robert 
Ralston (a Presbyterian philanthropist), Dr. 
Benjamin Rush (a signatory to the Declara-
tion of Independence and considered a 
founding father) and William White (Bishop 
of the Episcopal church), supported this 
effort, both financially and morally. This 
shows an understanding of the current Inter-
faith Movement in the late 1700’s. 

There are many reasons to support the 
viability of this Utah historic Church. The 
founder, Bishop Allen, provided an enlight-
ened spiritual path for resolving the greatest 
issues facing America: Slavery and civil 
rights. The following can be said of Bishop 
Richard Allen: 

He and the AME Church is the heritage 
of the Civil Rights Movement, as they used 
religious principles to peacefully obtain 
freedom and nondiscrimination. Also, the 
great abolitionist, Frederick Douglass, mar-
ried an AME member and was influenced by 
Bishop Allen. The influence of Bishop Allen 
and the abolitionists left us with many of our 
recognized rights today we take for granted.  

He is a founding father, among the best 
there is of America. In his eloquent letters 
published in the 1700’s that were separately 
addressed to slaveholders and slaves them-
selves, he demonstrated a high level of 
enlightenment that was ahead of his time. 
He was so enlightened that he understood 
that Black people who were slaves were not 
the only slaves. The slaveholders were 
slaves as well, and he even had compassion 
for their souls. He understood that slave-
holders were burdened with the conditions 
of slavery, and more importantly, with moral 
enslavement. He wrote in an eloquent letter 
addressed to slave owners that it was God 
that was the first to come to the cause of the 
slave.  

He understood that love, not hate, was 
the responsible manner of dealing with the 
oppressor. As he wrote over two centuries 
ago “. . . God who knows the hearts of all 
men, and the propensity of a slave to hate 
his oppressor, hath strictly forbidden it to his 
chosen people, ‘Thou shalt not abhor an 
Egyptian, because thou wast[sic] a stranger 
in his land. ‘Deut. 23. 7” Bishop Allen fur-

Urgent Help Needed 
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ther writes: “If you love your children, if 
you love your country, if you love the God 
of love, clear your hands from slaves, bur-
then not your children or your country with 
them, my heart has been sorry for the blood 
shed of the oppressors, as well as the op-
pressed....”  

 While he saw his mother and three of 
his siblings being sold away, never to see 
them again, he would rise to the level to find 
that the ultimate power would be in “love” 
and peaceful activism. He can be linked to 
the influences of many great men of peace: 
Henry David Thoreau, who wrote about 
peaceful, “civil disobedience,” Mahatma 
Gandhi who embraced the principles of 
peaceful, civil disobedience to liberate India 
and, ultimately Dr. Martin Luther King, who 
embraced it to raise the consciousness of 
America.  

His establishment of the AME Church is 
a testament that when we look at the sky, we 
do not have to think of ourselves as some 
small insignificant element in the vastness of 
the universe, but that human beings are con-
nected with a force so powerful that it cre-
ated the entire universe. By our connection 
with this force, we can overcome slavery, 
racial discrimination and other evils of our 
society. No one is a victim that connects 
with the most powerful force in the universe.

It is my prayer that many persons and 
foundations in Utah contribute to a dedi-
cated account at Zion’s Bank entitled 
“AME Church Fund.”  Knowing the great 
generosity, love of people, and the holiest of 
heritages, I have no doubt that this reality 
will be achieved. Many thanks to the people 
at Zion’s Bank who with great kindness 
assisted the AME Church in the creation of 
the Fund account. This Fund is for the pur-
pose of paying for this important restoration 
project.  

The Interfaith Roundtable Board has 
agreed to assist the AME Church in their 
fundraising project, which will make the 
AME Church a beautiful downtown land-
mark, a functional and thriving Church, and 
a testament to the love of faith in Utah, re-
gardless of affiliation.  

A modest design and construction pro-
ject has been outlined for the AME Church. 
Our local talent has come to their assistance. 
This includes: Jim Child, Architect, Mark 
Harris, Reaveley Engineering, Glen Beck-
stead, Estimator, and Hydrologists. This is 
the strength of Utah. The modest project is 
estimated at $250,000. Hopefully, even ad-
ditional monies will be raised and many 
architectural and functional improvements to 
the AME Church will be made, as well as a 
fund for future operation and maintenance. 

There will be a plaque in the AME 
Church indicating the names of donors, in 
order that Utahns and those visiting Utah 
will know the best of what Utah is about: A 
place where people of faith love people of 
all faiths, and a place where we recognize 
that we are part of “one nation under God.”  

Thank you for your kindness in reading 
this open letter.  

Alan Scott Bachman 
Chair of the Salt Lake Interfaith Roundtable�

The word African means that the 
church was organized by people of Afri-
can descent and heritage. It does not mean 
that the church was founded in Africa, or 
that it was for persons of African descent 
only. 

The church's roots are of the family of 
Methodist churches. Methodism provides 
an orderly system of rules and regulations 
and places emphasis on a plain and simple 
gospel. 

Episcopal refers to the form of gov-
ernment under which the church operates. 
The chief executive and administrative 
officers of the African Methodist Episco-
pal denomination are the Bishops of the 
church.  

Source: http://www.ame-church.com/ 

About the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church�
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The Salt Lake Interfaith Roundtable is a Non-
Profit 501(c)(3) organization. Your tax deductible 
contributions are very much appreciated and help to 
make our work of faith cooperation and event plan-
ning possible. We could also use donations of office 
supplies, such as stamps and copy paper.  

Go to  http://www.interfaithroundtable.org  and 
click on the “Donations” tab to pay through PayPal 
or mail your check or money order to: 
 

Salt Lake Interfaith Roundtable 
P.O. Box 112016  

Salt Lake City, UT  84147 

A Christian Science Reading Room is a 
Christian bookstore which sells materials 
and offers resources for the exploration of 
spiritual healing and prayer. Christian Sci-
ence Reading Rooms are operated by Chris-
tian Science churches and are an outreach to 
the community. The Salt Lake-area Reading 
Room has been at its current location since 
2003, but Reading Rooms have been in the 
Salt Lake Valley since the late 1800’s.  

The Reading Room provides a variety of 
books, including Science and Health with 
Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy, 
the discoverer and founder of Christian Sci-

The Salt Lake Interfaith Roundtable 

Meet the Board Members  

~ Lacee Alan Harris  
�

Lacee Harris was born in Ft. Duchesne, 
Utah, and is Northern Ute and Northern 
Paiute. He received his Bachelor’s Degree in 
American History with emphasis on Native 
American History at BYU in 1972, and 
completed his Master’s Degree in Social 
Work at the University of Utah in 1985. He 
is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and has 
worked in the mental health field for the past 
20 years.  

Lacee has been actively involved in the 
urban Indian community for 45 years. He 
was involved in the organization of what is 
now known as the Indian Walk In Center in 
Salt Lake. He has represented First Nations 
people on various national, state, and local 
boards, including the First Nation Child 
Trauma Prevention Committee at Primary 
Children’s Hospital, Ethnic Minority Health 
and Human Services Program Advisory 
Committee at Salt Lake Community Col-
lege, the former Utah Native American Con-
sortium, the former Salt Lake Indian Health 
Center, the former CIRCLE Center in 
Ogden, National Indian Rodeo, Utah Bicen-
tennial Planning Committee, and was Mi-
nority Consultant for KUTV.  

In addition, he has lectured at various 
colleges and universities throughout the 
west. More recently, he has assisted Utah’s 
Department of Human Services Director of 
Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) in con-
ducting for DCFS on ICWA throughout the 
state.  

What is a Christian Science Reading Room? 

ence. This book, along with the King James Bible, are read daily by Christian Scientists. In 
the Reading Room you can browse, read and purchase a variety of publications, including The 
Christian Science Sentinel, a weekly publication, The Christian Science Journal, a monthly 
publication, and The Christian Science Monitor, the Pulitzer Prize-winning weekly news 
magazine, all founded by Mrs. Eddy.   

Also available are Bibles in many different languages and translations, Bible study com-
mentaries, and children’s books and CD’s. In addition, the public is invited to join us for our 
monthly book discussions held the first Saturday of the month at the Reading Room in Sugar 
House, 2309 Highland Drive. And our monthly Bible study is held the third Saturday of the 
month at Third Church of Christ, Scientist, in Holladay, 1306 Spring Lane (50th South).   

For more information about these events, please call the Christian Science Reading Room 
at (801) 466-3518. You can also find out more about Christian Science at our website 
www.christianscience.com. 

Views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily 
reflect the views of each member or member organi-
zations. The Roundtable encourages open discussion 
and dialogue. 


